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| Pompany of Mercers, London.) 
For the Benefit of 


" x 755 


c ee 


6 Fidows of CIENGYN E N, I 


And OrRHERS; 


By ſertling Jointures and Annuities at the 
EKRate of Twenty 88 


IIA 


IRE CTIONS for the W 1Dow 8 to receiv: 
her Annuity, without any Delay, Charges, or Deductions. | 


| Plead for the Widow, 164. 4. 17. 


5 L O N D o N, 
Printed: And given, gratis, at 5 near c de. 17 30. 
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THE 


PREFAC E. 
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„and Advantages of this Propoſal; 


; this i projecting Age) to premiſe, | 


| That as Dr. Asſheton did not project this 


Propoſal for his own private Advantage, 
but he doth ſincerely deſign a publick Good: 


In lite Manner, the worthy Members of the 
Mercers Company have undertaken to ma- 
nage this Propoſal, not from any proſpect 


of Advantage lo their own private Perſons, 
but only out of a generous Deſign to make the 


Company more capable to anſwer the End and | 
Reaſon of their Charter: Which is, To eſta-- || 


bliſh and manage publick Charities : 
And thereby to yy ther 3 of do- 
ing Good. 


And having often confi, der'd the 70 bing, I 


are; ume to et 


That 


Explication of the Riſe, Progreſs, 
1 think it ſeaſonable (eſpecially in 
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The PREFACE. 
That the Company of Mercers, by accept. 
ing and managing this Propoſal, will do a 
greater, and more publick Good to the whole Ma- 
lion, than they could pretend to do by founding 
an Hoſpital for Widows in every County in the 
Kingdom, And my Reaſon is this; Becauſe 
it is a much nobler Charity ſo to ſupport 
any Perſon, as to prevent him from being 
poor, than it is to relieve the ſame Per- 
on when he is actually poor. _ 


. | S 2, K. SDSS N S Sn S | 


_ ADVERTISEMENT. = 
TT” His Propoſal being firſt projected for | +6 
I the Benefit of thoſe who have ſmall 
Eſtates, the words Poverty and Poor do fome- FF 
times occur in the Explication of it. And 

therefore that Perſons of Honour and Qua- 

lity may not be prejudiced againſt it, as if 
it nothing concerned them, they may pleaſe 
to be inform'd, That this Propoſal, as now 

modell'd, and improv'd, may be very ſer- 
viceable to thoſe of Quality and Eſtate. 

1. By enabling them to ſettle, or enlarge 
Jointures without clogging their Lands. 
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2. By encouraging them to demand lar- O 
ger Portions, than otherwiſe, without the * 
Help of this Propoſal, they cyuld ratio- bo 


| * nally expect. 
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Aal ACCOUNTof 
: „ 
| PROPOSAL, S 
be Occaſion of the ProvosAL, 


0 O relieve poor Vidous of the 
£2 7 Sy Clergy, is a truly charitable 
Work: But to find out ſome 
RErxpedient, whereby the Poverty 
of ſuch Perſons may for the future be 
prevented, is a more deſirable Underta- 
king. 5 5 
R order to which good Deſign, the 
Occaſions of ſuch Poverty muſt firſt- be 
enquired z and how it comes to paſs 
that the Relicts of ſome Churchmen are 
expoſed to ſo much Want, Which be- 
5 n . 


COR Tn Ped Ir ————— —— 


1 3-5 
ing diſtinctly known and 8580870, we. 
| ſhall then better be enabled to apply the 
Remedy. 
. Several Church Lining (be- 
ing Impropriate) are of ſo ſmall a Value, 
that the Incumbents are ſcarce able to ſub- 
Jiſt, much leſs can they expect to make Pro- 
viſion for Poſterity. 
This is, indeed, a very ſad Truth. But 
there i is a Way to redreſs this Grievance. 
For, Bleſſed be God (as we formerly 
did hope, and breathe for) there is now 
ſuch an Expedient found, that the many 
| thouſand poor deſpiſed Vicars of the 
| Church of England, may no longer eat 
=: the Bread of Sorrow. : 
; Ner late Majeſty's Royal Grant of the 
FTirſt-Fruiss and 7 5% (the Seaſonableneſs 
* of which Bounty can never be ſufficiently 
acknowledged) with good Management, 
will, in Time, elkectäaliy relieve. them : 
Bur, 
| Secondly, It muſt further be acknow- 
ledged, That ſome Churchmen, who have 
5 competent Preferments, do not yet make 
over plentiful Proviſion for their Wives 
and Children; and the Cauſe ſeems to be 


this: 
Theſe 


g 
is 
* 
i 
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Theſe Gentlemen, though otherwiſe 


well deſcended and of good Families; 


yet being younger Brothers, or the Sons 
of ſuch, they have ſeldom any Eſtates in 


Land; but according to the Cuſtom of 
our Country, either a Sum of Money, or 


ſome yearly Annuity for their Lives: 
The Effects of which being uſually ex- 


ended in a chargeable Education, when 


the Neceſſity of their Affairs doth incline 
them to marry, they cannot expect con- 
ſiderable Portions with their Vives, be- 
cauſe, for want of real Eſtates, they are 
not in a Capacity to ſettle Fointures up- 


on them. Hence it too often comes to 
paſs, that a free and generous Way of 


living, a ſcanted Portion, and a fruit- 
ful Wife (who brings a Charge without 
a Competency to maintain it) do ſo en- 
tangle his Affairs, that our honeſt Church- 
man is not only diſturb'd in his Thoughts, 
diverted from his Studies with perplexing 
Cares, but alſo is ſo clogg'd with the 
Neceſſities of a Family, and other Expe- 
ctations, that his Widow is many times 


dition, 


left in a very mean, if not indigent Con- 


The 
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. To Curnovn IN 


| 155 therefore b an u Expedient c: can be 
1 found, whereby Clergymen may, upon 
eaſy Terms, ſettle competent Joiniures 

upon their Hives ; if, for Inſtance, they 
may be enabled to ſecure them 3o J. per 
Cent to be yearly paid, during their na- 
tural Lives; This would not only take of 
the Reproach of Steeple-Houſe Jointures, 


but would alſo encourage that Hoſpitality 
which is an Ornament to their Profeſſi- 


on. They may then be obliging to their 
_ Pariſhioners, charitable to the poor, and 
may live without Diſtraction. And tho? 
their Death ſhould be ſudden and unex- 
pected, yet their Wives are competently 
provided for, The very Thoughts of 
which will compoſe their Spirits, raiſe 


their Parts, and make the whole Courſe 
th their Lives comfortable and ealy to 
: em. or | 


II. To 


(9) 


II. To other PROFESSIONS. 


X ND not only Churcbmen, but alſo all 
IN other Orders of Men may receive 
the Benefit of, this Propoſal. „ 
There are ſeveral Phyſicians, Lawyers, 
Sc. who, during their own Lives, are 
either men of competent Eſtates, -or have 
the Credit to be thought ſo: And, conſe- 
quently, their Wives are ſuitably main- 
tain'd. But at their Deaths, their Wives 
(as well as thoſe of the Clergy) are ſome- 
times left in a mean, if not indigent Con- 
dition. Er 8 | 
For as a Churchman's Preferments are 
only for his Life; ſo neither can a Phyſici- 
an practiſe, nor a Lawyer plead in the o- 
ther World I have therefore ſometimes 
wonder'd why the Clergy ſhould be up- 
braided with Steeple-hou/e Jointures : Since 
the Wives of other Profeſſions are in this 
Reſpect as little to be expos'd as the 
Clergy. . . ” 
For as the Clergy (who are of a ge- 
nerous Diſpoſition) do too often live a- 
bove their preſent Preferments ; ſo Phy- 
ficians, and Lawyers, do ſometimes yearly 
| | | 8 5 ex- 


e (10) 


expend to the utmoſt of their Practice. 


In ſuch Caſes (which too often happens) 


it muſt needs be acknowledged a great 
Advantage to ſuch Perſons, to have 3o, 


or - 60, or 90 J. per Ann. or more, ſettled 
upon their Wives, by way of Jointure or 
Rent-Charge, in caſe they ſurvive them, 


III. To MERC A NTS aud TRapers, 
NIOR s this Propoſal leſs ulcful to 
| VN Traders, than to Men of Profeſ- 


For though Trade is a gainful, yet it 
is a hazardous and uncertain Way of Li- 
ving ; wherein the molt ſober, ſagacious, 
and induſtrious Perſon may, without his 
own Fault, be ſunk and ruin'd by the Mil- 


carriage of others. 


with many other Accidents, may blaſt 
hi m in a Moment. 5 


And though he may make ſome tole- | 


rable Shift to Trade on, (as we phraſe it) 


and may keep his Shop open, even du- 


ring his Life; yet ſince he lives only 15 


Piracy and Tempeſts, the Falſenefs of a 
Partner, or Treachery of a Correſpondent, 


ND 


© 7 
his Credit, it hence unavoidably follows at 
his Death, that his Wife (who was 1gno- 
rant of his Intrigues) inſtead of her Thirds 
(the only Jointure ſettled for 1000, or 
1500 l.) is ſadly entertain'd with the ſur- 
priſing News, That all is ſeized, —_ 
Now had this Perſon immediately after 
his Marriage, when his Portion was re- 
ceiv*d, or at any other Time when he flou- 
riſned in Money; had he, I ſay, then paid 
in Three, or but Two Hundred Pounds to 
the Mercers Company; what a ſeaſonable 
Support would the Effects of it have been 
to his now poor, diſconſolate, diſtreſsd 
Widow ? „„ os 
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IV. 7% Country G ENTLEMEN and Land- 
5 n. „ 


A ND it muſt not be omitted, that this 
. 4 * Propoſal, as now managed and im- 
| proved, is highly uſeful to Country-Gentle- 
men, and other Landed Men; by enabling 
them co ſett] - Jointures without clogging 
_ their Lands. As will plainly appear in the 
following Inſtance: _ 
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A. B. 


A. B. poſſeſs'd of an Eſtate in Land of 
200. per Ann. propoſeth Marriage to C. D. 
| _ whoſe Portion is 3000 J. For which Por- 
3 tion, according to the Cuſtom of England, 
4 ſhe expects a Jointure of 3ool, per Ann, 
| Which being the Whole of A. B's Eſtate, 
g (and which, perhaps, is not only charged 
; with the Payment of Debts, bur alſo Por- 
| tions for younger Children) cannot conve- 
| niently be all ſettled as a Jointure, without 
the Ruin of the Family in the next Ge- 
neration, efpecially ſhould C. D. — * to 
= a ſecond Husband. 
= A. B. is much perplex'd how to behave 
5 himſelf in this. caſe. On the one hand, 
be is very uneaſy to part with ſo conſide- 
rable a Fortune. On the other hand, he 
thinks himſelf oblig'd to conſult his Fami- 
=D ly: And muſt not be ſo imprudent, as out 
k Kindneſs to a Wife, to ruin Poſterity. 
# Now with what Eaſe are all Difficul- 
| ties removed by this Propoſal? For by 
pay ng 1000 f. to the Mercers Company, 
his Wife is jointur'd in 300 J. per Ann. 


He hath 20001, to anſwer other Occaſi- 
ons. And his Land is clear'd, to be en- 
Joy d by his eldeſt Son, even during his 
1 $ Lite. And it's pertinent to 


V. The 


TH) 


V. The Advantage of this PROPOSAL 
to Landed MEN. By enabling the Hus- 


band to mortage a Land-Fointure, and 10 


raiſe Money upon it, without Prejudice to 


bis Wife. 


TT HE Surrender of Jointures hath gi- 
I ven great Diſturbance to many Fa- 
milies. And hath been the Ruin of many 
kind and obliging Wives. 


of the Husband have either ſold or en- 
tangled the reſt of his Eſtate, his laſt Re- 


fuge is the Kindneſs of his Wife. With 


whom he is very importunate to comply 


ſo far with his Occaſions, as either to jel} 


or norigage her Jointur e-. 
If ſhe doth not comply, ſhe is tyran- 


niz'd and inſulted, But if ſhe doth, ſhe is 


ruin'd. 


Now this Propoſal doth effectually pre- 


vent theſe Diſorders. For it ſupplies the 
Husband with Money, ſecures the Wife's Foin- 
ture; and preſerves the Peace of the Family, 


As doth plainly appear in the following 


Inſtance. 
3 ' A. B. 


—— 
. 


— — 2 — — 


When the Extravagancies or Neceſſities 
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an Eſtate in Land of 200 J. per Ann.) doth 4 
marry C. D. whoſe Portion is 20001. and 


ſettles upon her a Jointure of 200 J. per 
- Ann. in Land. 


Cr 4) 
& (Befides other Advantages, having 


In Proceſs of Time, A. B. hath Occaſi- 


on to borrow one thouſand Pounds; but 

cannot be truſted with that Sum, unleſs he 
gives Land Security. This he is not able 
to do, unlefs his Wife doth renounce her 
Jointure (200), per Ann. being the whole 
of his Eſtate in Land) but ſhe obſtinate. 
ly refuſing, his Affairs are in great Dit- 


order. 15 
In this Perplexity the Propoſal of the 


| Mercers Company doth 3 relieve 
F or by paying 500 1. to the Mercers Con- 
pany, his Wife is jointur'd in 130 J. per 


Ann. And then ſhe may prudently re- 
nounce her Land Jointure, whereby A. B. 


the Husband may borrow upon it (if he 
plweaſeth) 20007. Which doth not only 
provide the 1000. J. (which he ſuppos'd 
im to want) but doth alſo furniſh him 


with 500 /. to pay the Company for this 
laſt Jointure And there ſtill remains 
500 J. for other Occaſions, 


And 
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Eſtate of One Thouſand Pounds per Ann. did 


„ (1s) = 
And then (as a further Advantage) the 
200 J. per Ann. being thus freed from the 


Clog of a former Jointure, may be ſettl'd 
as a Jointure upon the Son's Wife, who 
may bring ſuch a Portion as will not only 
pay the 2000 J. but be further Advantage 

to the otherwiſe perplex'd Family, » 
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VI. The Advantage of this PROPOSAL 


to the Heir of a Landed FAMILY. 


5 3 HE noted Method of Jointures in the 
Country, is to ſettle Land at the va- 


lue of Ten per Cent. So that he, who, for 
Inſtance, doth receive Oue Thouſand Pounds 

in Portion, muſt ſettle in Jointure, One 
Hundred Pounds per Ann. in Lands. 


This Method was prudent, and conſi- 


| ftent with the Welfare of Families, whilſt 


Men were moderate in their Expectations, 


and contented themſelves with ſuch eaſy 


Portions, as did not require above the 
Tenth Part of their Land in Jointure. 
When a Gentleman having a Land 


B 2 not 


— —— —ñ— — 


(16) 


not expect deve One Thouſand Pounds i In 
Portion with a Neighbour's Daughter; 


Then, Friendſhip was cheriſhed, Intereſt 


was improv'd, and F amen did mutually 
ſupport each other. 


But when the Humour or Neceſſities 


of the Age, did occaſion young Heirs to | 


turn Adventurers, and to ramble abroad 


for great Fortunes; When Marriages 
were made, not for Affection but Mo- 


ney 3 ſuch Matches were too often Un- 


fortunate, not only to the Perſons them- 


ſelves, at the preſent, (for want of true 
Conjugal Love) but alſo, in the Event and 


Conſequences of Things to che whole Fa- 


mily. 


As may Pin appear in the following | 
Caſe. 


4. B. having an Eſtate of One T . 4 


Pounds per Ann. in Land, doth marry 


C. D. with a Portion of "Five Thouſand 
Pounds in Money. For which he ſettles 


4 Jointure of Five Hundred Pounds per Aun. 


in Land. 
. having living with bis Wife c. D. 


dare Years, he then dies, and leaves 


Six Children, Three Sons, and Three 
Daughters. | 


ae. 1 


0 17 7 bw 

To his two younger Sons he Ro 1 
queaths Fifty Pounds per Ann. to each, 
charg'd upon his Land, during their 
Lives. 

To his eldeſt Daughter, he bequeaths 
Two Thouſand Pounds Portion. To his 
two younger Daughters Fifteen Hundred 
Pounds each, and till theſe Portions are 
| paid, the Land is charged with Intereſt at 
| Five per Cent. 
All theſe are probable and moderate 

Suppoſitions. 
Obſerve now the Circumſtances of the 
Heir of this Family. 
He hath indeed an Eſtate of One Thou 
ſand Pounds per Ann. in Land. 
But out of this he pays, 


os ho. 
hs - 
1 * 2 


1 Mother, we cool per au 
(Which ſhe, by a FEST 

Marriage tranſplants into 

another Family, and ſo 


is incapable to. aſſiſt her 
diſtreſſed Son.) | 
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* To his two Bro- 5100. per Ann. 


3 Saks 


** 
r * , 
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Widow of che F. mily. 


© 1) 
OD Brought over 6001, per An, 
3. To kis three Siſters _ 


5000 J. in Money; or ge per Ann. 


; "PR 


Total 8 500. per "7", 


Remain to the Heir I 1500. per dun 


n 


— 
— 


- Oblerve now what Advantage this pro- 


poſal might have been to this young Gen- 
tleman; and how effectually it would have 


prevented his preſent Diſtreſs. 5 

- Had the Father A. B. upon his Mar- 
riage, paid one Thouſand Pounds to the 
Mercers Company, his then Wife, and now 
Widow, would have had a Title to 300k 


ber Ann. 


The which 2001. conſidering the pun- ; 


ctual Payment without Deductions (with | 


the Help of an affectionate Concern for 
the Welfare of a Family) might have been 


Accepted as an Equivalent For 400 l. per 
Aun. in Lands. And then the young Heir 
would not only pay 100 J. per Ann, (in- 


Read of 300 J.) to his Mother, che r 


T he k 
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Theſe with many other Advantages of 


this Propoſal, are ſo evident, I ſhall not 
further inſiſt upon them, 


A ND as Landed Men, ſo. likewiſe: 
Men of Profeſſions are hereby en- 
courag'd to get larger Portions. than o- 
therwiſe they could expect. As for In- 
— 
A Clergyman, bee Preferment is 200 J. 
per Aun. (or a Phyſician or Lawyer whoſe 
Yearly Practice is of equal Value) doth. 


deſign a Wife with 2000 J. Portion. But 
having no Eſtate in Land, as we ſuppoſe, 


to ſettle upon her for a Jointure, he is ſoon 


diſcourag'd in his Pretences. But this 
Propoſal doth eaſily make the Match. For 
by paying 500 l. at Mercers Hall, ſhe ; 


2 jointur'd in 150 J. per Ann. and 15001. i 


lefc, as a Proviſion for Children i and other 
Occaſions, 


even to all Orders and Profeſſions) are 
Dot to be doubted ; bur the chief Queſtion 
is, How theſe Jointuresc can be Heul d? What 

Security 


. . 
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Fig te theſe Premiſes it appears, That 
the Advantages of this Propoſal 
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ration of the Clergy. Who indeed received 
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Security ſhall be given to the Subſcribers, 

that their Widows ſhall not be defraud. 
ed, but that the Jointures and Annuities 
here promiſed ſhall be nf paid 


them? 4 
This is that which for many Years did 


exerciſe Dr. Asfheton's Thoughts. 
For though he was encourag'd by ſe. 
veral knowing judicious Perſons (whom 
he had conſulted, and to whom he had 
communicated his Propoſal) that the De- 
ſign was practicable; yet where to fix it 
or how to provide ſuch a Fund as might 


ſecure the Subſcribers, was a Matter of 


ſome Difficulty, not only to himſelf, but 

alſo the Underſtanding. 

As to Himſelf, he was fully convine'd 
not only of the Trouble and Charge in 
managing ſuch a Work, but alſo the Ha- 

zard to his Reputation if it ſhould miſcar- 


ry. For the Generality of Men are very 
unjuſt in their Cenſures, and will allow 


nothing to be well deligned, that ſhall 


want Succeſs. 


However, he did reſolve to 20 on, and 


if poſſible to finiſh what he had ſo long 
projected. 5 


His Firſt Addreſs was to the Corpo- 


him 


Can) 


him with the greateſt Kindneſs and Re- 
ſpect; But withal declared, for Reaſons 
not now to be repeated, that they were 
not capable to accept his Propoſal. —_ 
His next Application was to the Royal. 


Bank of England. Where he did not doubt 


of ſufficient Security for the Subſcribers. 
But for ſome Reaſons, which are obvious 
to Men of Buſineſs, this Royal Bank, at 


preſent, is not ſo modell'd, as to manage 


this Propoſal. ES „„ 

Though thus far diſappointed, yet 
Dr. Asſbeton was not diſcourag'd. And 
being admoniſh'd that a City Company 


was very capable to undertake his Pro po- 


ſal: And that the Mercer's was the belt, 
both for Management and Revenue, he 


immediately applied himſelf to that Com- 
pany. And having firſt waited upon the 


then Maſter, Thomas Papillon, Eſq; (whoſe 
known Worth, and Inclination to promote 
Charitable Deſigns, gave him great En- 
couragement of Succeſs) he next attend- 


ed the Wardens, and ſeveral others of the 


Members. ; 5 
After ſome time a General Court of the 
ſaid Company was held on Friday the 


11th of November, 1698. Where Dr. 
Ayheton's Propoſal was read to the ſaid Com- 


— — . TS — — — 4K 
Pe L 5 


— A owe. Sid 3 


— 4 . = 
- 33 . . 
_ * — 5 a 
* . 
E N A K r 
PEPIN I, MOOS ID ; 
2 3 bo SS + * 
E — = - 3 * 


2 r 
** 


— 
1 
_ 


— — 
1 


* 2 
ge af 


—ͤmwã—— —— 


+ 6 4%. 
— 4 oe 


r 


( 22 ) 


pany, And the Doctor being then asked, 


What he had further to ſay ; he replied to 
this Effect, viz. es 


LTE was very ſenſible that wiſe Men, wi; 
are not apt to be impoſed on, do lock 


upon Projects with Caution and at a Diſtance, 


And therefore he was not ſo vain as to en pet, 


that this Propoſal ſhould be unanimouſly recei- 


ved, after one ſingle Reading, at a genera] 
Court. For the Reaſons of ſuch an Underia- 
king are not always obvious, but require ſom. 
Thought and Application of Mind. He there- 
. fore humbly moved, That a Committee might 


be appointed to confider and examine the Rea- 


 fons of the Propoſal, together with ſuch a Me-. 
thod, as ſhould be thought moſt expedient for 
_ the Management of it : 


Whereupon a Committee was apppointed 
to conſider of the ſame, and what Secu- | 
rity the Company could give to the Sub- 


{cribers, | 


The which Committee (after ſeveral 
Meetings, and Diſcourſes with Dr. As/he- 


ton) made their Report to another Gene- 
ral Court, the 23d of December 10698. 


which Court having read the Report of 
the Committee, did ſuſpend their Reſolu- 
1 „„ e 


(23) 


tion of the ſame for that time. And ano- 
ther General Court was appointed to be 
held the 13th of January following, that 
ſo all the Members of the ſaid Company 
| might have time to conſider of the ſaid 


Propoſal, and the Report of the Commit- 


tee thereupon ; that ſo they might the bet- 
ter be enabled to give their Reſolutions in 


the whole Aﬀair And at this Third Ge- 
neral Court, the Company did accept of the 


ſaid Propoſal, And did publiſh and de- 
clare their Acceptance 1n Manner and 


Form following. 


By the Wardens and Commonalty 
of the Myſtery of the MERCERs, 


| at Mercers Hall in Cheapſide, 


London, the 8th Day of February, 
>, „„ 


PHE Reverend William Aiſpeton, Do- 
ctor in Divinity, Rector of Becken- 


bam in Kent, and Chaplain to his Grace 


the Duke of Ormond, having out of a 


charitable Deſign for the Maintenance 
and Relief of Vidous of the Clergy (which 
very frequently are left in a poor Condi- 
tion when their Husbands dye) em- 
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ploy'd his Thoughts to conſider of a Way 
for their Relief and Support; and there. 
upon thought of a Propoſal, in which 

he includes all others beſides Clergymen, | 


viz, Phyſicians, Lawyers, Merchants, Ja- 


ders, or any other Perſons that ſhall ſub. 


ſcribe the Sum of 100 J. or more, during 
the Time of their joint Lives; in cafe 


the Husband ſhall dye, and leave his Wife 
2 Widow, that then there ſhould he paid 


her, during her Life, the Sum of 30“. 
a Year per Cent, free of all Charges; at 
the two uſual Feaſts of the Annunciation 
of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, and St. Mi— 
chael the Archangel, and that the Sum to 
be ſubſcrib'd ſhould be limited to 100000, 
And in Caſe the Wife*dye during her 


Husband's Life time, the ſame to go to 


the Benefit of thoſe that did undertake 
REAR ci 
The ſaid Reverend Dr. Ayheton, con- 
fidering where the ſaid Subſcriptio Mo- 


ney might be lodg'd ſafely, and reaſo- 
nable Security given for the due Pay- 
ment of the Widows, did think it could 


not be better ſecur'd than in the Hand: 


of the Worſhipful Company of Mercer, 
London; and did at a General Court of 


11th 


the ſaid Company, held on Frida), the 


VVT 
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rich of November, 1698. make this Pro- 


poſal to the ſaid Company; who there - 


upon appointed a Committee to conſider 


of the ſame, and what Security the Com- 
pany could give; which Committee had 


ſeveral Meetings thereupon, and having 


had ſeveral Diſcourſes with Dr. Asheton, : 


and acquainted him what Eſtate they had 
to ſettle for Security, being clear Rents, 
2888 J. 8 5. 8 d. per Ann. (beſides the 


Payments by the Benefactors to be paid 
out of the ſame ;) which, by a mode- 
rate Calculation would yield, when the 
Leaſes come out, above 13, 500 J. per An- 

num clear, as aforeſaid; And the ſaid 
Dr. Aiſbeton judging the ſame to be rea- 
ſonable Security, the ſaid Committee 
made their Report to a General Court 
the 23d of December, 1698. Which 


Court having read the Report of the 


Committee, did ſuſpend their Reſolution 
of the ſame for that Time; and ano- 


ther General Court was appointed to be 
held the 13th of January following; that 
ſo all the Members of the ſaid Com- 


pany might have Time to conſider of the 


ſaid Profoſal, and the Report of the Com- 


mittee thereupon; that ſo they might the 
better be enabled to give their Reſolution 


1 


„ 


in the whole Affair: And at the ſaid Ge- 

neral Court the Company did accept of 
the ſaid Propoſal, And do hereby publiſh 

and declare, „„ 


1. That in caſe 100, o00 J. ſhall be ſub. 
ſcribed and paid into the Company in ſuch 


manner as is hereafter mention'd; the ſaid 


Company doth undertake to pay unto the 
Widows of the Subſcribers, according to 

the aforeſaid Propoſition, 30 l. per Cent. 
per Ann. free of Taxes and Charges, at 
the two uſual Feaſts of the Annunciation 
of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, and St. Mi- 


chael the Archangel. 


2. That for better Security of the Pay. 
ments, as ſoon as the ſaid 100, ooo J. ſhall 
be ſubſcrib'd, the ſaid Company will ſet- 


tle and convey in due Form of Law the 
Lands, Houſes and Eſtate before-mentio- 
ned, in Truſtees, for the due Payment of 
the ſaid Annuities  _ 8 


3. That all married Clergymen, and 


orner married Perſons, except as here- 
after is excepted, that inhabit in the 
Kingdom of England, and do not exceed 


the Age cf Sixty Years at the Time of 
the Payment of the Money, and rect- 
ving the Company's Bond, and are then 


19 
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ſubſcrib'd any Sum not leſs than 50 J. 


nor exceeding the Sum of 300 J. in Caſe 
they die in the Kingdom of England, and 


leave their Wives Widows, the ſaid Wi- 


dows ſhall receive, as before-mention'd, _ 


the Sum of 3o/. yearly. for every 100 J. 
ſo ſubſcrib'd; and ſo proportionably for 
a greater or leſſer Sum, as before-men- 
tion'd. 55 1 . 3 


4. That every Perſon at the Time of his 
Subſcription (which ſhall be made in Per- 


fon.) ſhall. expreſs the Place of his Abode, 


the Name of his Wife, and his and her 
ſeveral Age, in. ſuch. manner as is hereaf-. 


ter mention'd, 


5. That no Perſon that goes to Sea, nor 
Soldier that goes into the Wars, ſhall be 


admitted to ſubſeribe to have the Benefit 


of this Propoſal; in Regard of the Ca ſual - 


ties and Accidents that they are more par- 
ticularly liable to. . 
6. That the Book of Subſcriptions ſhall 


be laid open at Mercers-Hall on or before 


the Firſt Day of March, 1698. And ſhall 
continue till the 24th Day of June, 
1699. (in caſe the 100,000 J. be not ſub- 
ſcribed ſooner) and Members of the Com- 


pany ſhall attend to take the ſaid Sub- 
C 2 ſcrip»- 


in good and perfect Health, and have 


ber Deceaſe. 


029 


ſeriptions on Tueſdays, Wedneſdays, and 
Fridays, every Week during that Time, 
between the Hours of 9 and 12 in the | 


Forenoon, and 3 and 6 in the After— 


7. That as ſoon as the ſaid 100,000 J. is 


ſubſcribed, publick Notice ſhall be given 
in the Gazette; and all Perſons that have 
ſubſcribed, are then, within thirty Days 
next following, to pay in the Monies by 


them ſubſcribed, at Mercers-Hall, to the 


ſaid Company; for which purpoſe, Mem- 
bers of the ſaid Company ſhall attend on 
the Days and Times aforeſaid. 


8. That on the Payment of the Money, 
the Perſon ſhall have a Writing under the 


Seal of the Company, acknowledging the 
| Receipt thereof; and engaging, That if 
his Wife be left a Widow, ſhe ſhall receive 
the Money in Proportion to his Subſcrip- 


tion as before ſpecify*d ; but unleſs the Mo- 
ney be actually paid within the Time limi- 


ted, the Widow to have no Benefit by the 


Subſcription 3 and at the ſame Time the 


faid Perſon ſubſcribing ſhall give a Bond 


to the Company, that in caſe his Wite 


| ſhalldie before him, to give Notice to the 


Company thereof, within one Month after 


9. That 


1 


5 WW 
9. That any Widow, that ſhall have 
Right to receive any Annuity by this Sub- , j 
ſcription, ſhall give Notice of the Time 12 
of her Husband's Death to the Company, 
within one Month after his Deceaſe; and, 
when ſhe comes to receive the Benefit of 
this Propoſal, ſhall bring a- Certificate ſign- 
ed by the Miniſter, Church-Warden or 
Church-Wardens, and Pariſh-Clark of the 
Place where her Husband died and was bu- 
ried, if her Husband was not a Miniſter ;. 
but if, her Husband was the Miniſter of 
the Pariſh where he was buried, then to 
have the Miniſter's Hand of the next 
neighbouring Pariſh, and the other Hands: 
as before mention'd.  _ Oh 
10. In cafe it ſhall happen, that any 
Man who has ſubſcribed: ſhall voluntarily 
make away himſelf, or, by any Act of his, 
occaſion his own Death, either by Duel- 
ling, or committing any Crime whereby 
he ſhall be ſentenced and put to Death 
by Juſtice; in any or either of thoſe 
Caſes his. Widow to receive no Annuity, | 
but upon delivering. up the Company's. 1 
Bond, to have the Subſcription- Money = 
TTT 
II. In caſe any Perſon, that ſhall ſub». 4 
ſeribe, ſhall not pay in his Money with- i 


„„ „„ - 2 
in the Time limited, ſuch Perſon's Sub- 

ſcription ſhall be eſteemed null and void, 
and the Company may admit any other 


Perſon, duly qualified, to ſubſcribe in his 


ſtead. 


P Urſuant to this Propoſal, the Subſcri- 


T ption-Books were laid open March | 
the 1ſt, 1698. and Attendance was given 


by ſeveral Members of the Company (ap- 


pointed as Managers) every Week, on 
Tueſdays, Wedneſdays and Fridays, between 


the Hours of 9 and 12 in the Forenoon, 


and 3 and 6 in the Afternoon. And 
though ſeveral thouſand Pounds were ſub- 
icribed, yet it being obſerved, that the 
Capital Stock of 100,000 J. in all probabi- 


lity would not be compleated before the 


24th of June, (the Time limited for Sub- 


ſeriptions.) 


- Therefore, that ſo uſeful an Undertaking 
might not be laid aſide (having firſt exa- 
mined, what might be the Reaſons why 


Subſcriptions were not compleated, as at 


firſt was expected; and having conceived 
that the chief Reaſon was, becauſe there 
was no Settlement as yet made) at 4 


General Court, held for the ſaid Com pany 


(or) 


che 16th of June, 1699. Ir was reſolved 
as followerh : 


. TPHAT the ſaid Settlement FRY in 
the former ee ſhall be forthwith ſet- 

ted by 00 Council in the Law, in Truſtees of 
undoubted Reputation and Ability, for the Be- 


nefit of the Subſcribers, that fo ho might ne- 


wer be a Failure. And any of the Perſons, that 


have ſubſcribed, may, if "they defire it, have 


Liberty to accompany the Members of the Com- 
' pany to go with them to the Council, to — the 
| making of the ſaid Settlement. 


2. As ſoon as the ſaid Settlement is made, 
Publication ſhall be made thereof ; and thoſe 
Perſons that have ſubſcribed are to pay in 


 #heir Monies, according to their Subſcriptions, 


. be Comtiany will take Subſcriptions at 
any Time hereafter, till ſuch Time as the Sum 


„/ 100, O00 I. be ſubſcribed; but will not ex- 


ceed that Sum any one Time. And in caſe 


ef the Death of any Perſons, whereby Sub- 
ſcriptions fall off, the Company will admit 
any other Perſon or Perſons to ſubſcribe ſuch 
Sum or Sums as will make up the ſaid Sum of 
100,000 l. but never ta exceed the ſame, 


4. After 
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4. Aſter the Settlement ſball be made, 
every Subſcriber is to pay in the Money by him 
ſubſcribed at the time of his Subſcription, 


5. The Company have thought fit alſo to 1 


enlarge the Sums to be ſubſcribed, viz. that all 


married Men of the Age of Thirty Years, or 
under, may ſubſcribe any Sum not exceedins 


1000 l. That all married Men, not exceed- 
ing the Age of Forty Tears, may ſubſcribe 


any Sum not exceeding 500 I. And that all 


married Men, not exceeding the Age of Sixty 


Years, may ſubſcribe any Sum not exceeding 

zool. and the Widows of all Perſons ſubſcri» 
bing, according to theſe Limitations, ſhall re- 
ceive the Benefit of 30 l. per Cent. per Ann. 


according to the former Propoſal: 


6. The Company do alſo declare, That any. 
Perſon (under the: Limitation before men- 
_ tioned) may ſubſcribe for the Uſe and Benefit 


F any Perſon or Perſons, as ſuch Subſcriber 


hall by bis laſs Will and Teſtament direct, 
during the Natural Life of. his Wife, in caſe 


ſhe ſurvive him, Declaring in his Subſcrip- 
tion, that it is ſo intended; and ſuch Perſon or 
Perſons ſhall receive the Benefit of ſuch Sub- 
ſcription accordingly, == 


7. Thai 


„„ : 
7. That the Obligation, to be given by the 
Company, ſhall be made ſuitably to theſe Al- 
_ terations, as well for thoſe that have already 
Subſcribed, as thoſe that ſhall ſubſcribe here- 
after. And the Bond to be given by the Sub- 
feribers ſhall be only of the Penalty of half the 

Sum ſubſcribed by any Perſon, 


8. And whereas in the Company's Obligati- 
on, the firſt Payment to be made to any Widow, 
or other Perſon who ſhould be entitled to any 
| Benefit by Virtue of any Subſcription, was, by 
the ſaid Obligation in the former Propoſal, to 
be on the Firſt of the Feaſt Days therein men- 
_ tioned, that ſhould happen Six Months, or 
more after the Deceaſe of the Perſon or Perſons 
fo ſubſcribing z, the Company have thought fit, 
and do hereby declare, That ſuch Firſt Pay- 
ment ſhall be made at ſuch of the ſaid Feaſt 
Days which ſball happen Four Mo nths or 
more after the Deceaſe of the Perſon or Per- 
fons ſo ſubſcribing z and the Obligation to be 
made accordingly, = 15 


| pages theſe Alterations and Im prove- 
| ments, this following Conceſſion hath 


been ſince made, in favour of Subſcri- 


T7 - 
1 hath been objected, That che Fifth 


Article, as it relates to Seamen, ought to 


be explained. The Words of the Article 
"are there: 


V. That no Perſon that goes 10 Sea ſhall 


8 be admitted to ſubſcribe, fo pave be Benefi t of 


this Propoſal. 
"Nw ſay the 8 This Article 
may be of great Diſadvantage to ſeveral 
Perſons, who are either r 
or intended to be ſo: For ſuppoſe ſu 
Perſon ſhall have ſome urgent Occaſion 
to croſs the Seas, For the Recovery of a 
Debt; the making up an Account, &c. Muſt 


ſuch a Perſon either loſe his Effects in 3 


theſe Inſtances, or elſe muſt his Wife be 

deprived the Benefit of this Propoſa!? 
To ſatisfy ſuch Perſons, the Compan 

did take this Matter into Conſideration at 

a General Court, Auguſt 18, 1699, and did 


then thus declare, win. 


For Explication of the Fi ſth Article in 
4 theGeneralPropoſal,the Com panydo declare, 

&* That they do not thereby exclude any Perſon 

* that goes o Holland, Ireland, or the Coaſts 
„ England, provided they be not Scafaring 
Men, wha rk it as their Buſh ineſs 0 or Fo * 
: 6 cation. 


„ 


1 being deſirous to gratify Subſcribers, 
in any Inſtance that might be ſafe and ſe- 
cure to the {aid Company, did grant Sub- 

ſcriptions by Proxy ro ſuch Perſons as live 


_ diſtant from London, under the Direction, 


and on the Security of certain Affidavits 


and Certificates: But it being found by 


Experience, that theſe Affidavits and Cer- 
tificates are not effectua] Security to the 


Company; Therefore, at a General Court 


of the ſaid Company, held the 18th of 


Jan. 1709. it was ordered, That no more 


Subſcriptions by Proxy ſhall be admitted; 
but for the future, whoever defigns to ſub- 
ſcribe, ſhall perſonally appear before the 


| Wardens in Court, to be accepted or refu- 


fed by the ſaid Wardens, as they in Pru- 
_ dence ſhall think fit, 3 


Ic was alſo ordered by the ſaid Court, 


That any Perſon under the Age of 45 
Years, being in Health, and otherwiſe 


qualified, according to the Fr070/al, ſhall 


be admitted to ſubſcribe for a Wife of any 


Age: But if any Perſon coming to ſub- 
ſcribe exceed the Age of 45 Years, then 


if the Wife of ſuch Perſon is more than 
15 Years younger than her Husband, 
„5 oe, tuch 


HE Worſhipful Company of Mercers, 
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% 
ſuch Perſon ſhall not be admitted to ſub. 

ſcribe. — And the ſaid Court further tc 

ordered, That Liberty be given to any a 1 


| P 
| Perſon who hath ſubſcribed, or ſhall here- tt 
{| after ſubſcribe, to travel to any Part of I ® 
1 North Britain, called Scotland, but not to ( 
11 ſettle his Abode there, and tho' ſuch Sub- I © 
8 ſoeriber happen to die in Scotland, not ha- i 
[ft ving ſettled himſelf, as aforeſaid, his Wi- 1 
70 dow ſhall be entitled to her Annuity as i 
0 fully as if ſuch Perſon had died in EAg- 1 
if Fg” Heſe Conceſſions being thus made, / 
Hf the Company then proceeded to give 
14 Directions for the drawing up of a Deed f 
Ll of Settlement, by the Advice of very able 1 
[and learned Council, (viz.) Sir Nathan | / 
5 Wright, late Lord Keeper of the Great : 
1 Seal of England; and Sir Edward Northey, ; 
Wi of the Inner Temple, Attorney General, ö 
i The which Deed of Settlement was execu- : 
| | ted by the Company and Truſtees, at a 
[|] General Court of the ſaid Company, held 0 
ö | on Wedneſday the 4th of October, 1699. 
ill "This Deed of Settlement is inrolled in His 
1a Majelty's High Courc of Chancery ; and 
Ui! an authentick Copy of it, tranſcribed n- 
I] | wo 35 . to 


C97) 
to a- Book, well atteſted and may be 
perus'd on Friday every Week, between 
the Hours of Nine and Twelve in the Fore- 
noon. At which Time the Vardens of the 
Company will attend at Mercers-Hall, to 
take Subſcriptions, and receive the Money. 
For this Reaſon, I ſhall give no farther 
Account of the Contents of the ſaid Deed. 
As, What Eſtates are ſettled, and the Value 
of them; Who are the Truſtees to whom theſe 
Eſtates are made over and conveyed, for the 
Security of the Subſcribers, and the effectual 
Payment of their Widows, &c, 3 
Nor ſhall I publiſh, What Number of 
Perſons have ſubſerib'd, and what Sums have 
already been paid; What Widows are now 
jointur'd, and what Sums they do yearly re- 
ceive. 33 
J ſhall not pretend, I ſay, to give any 
Account of theſe Matters, ſince it is more 
for my Eaſe, and the Satisfaction of all 
Perſons concerned, to peruſe the Deed it- 
ſelf, And to conſult the Vardens as there 
ſhall be Occaſion. 


1 


. 
\ N | Hereas the ſaid Company of Mer. 


cers, at a General Court, held at 


their Hall, in London, the 18th Day of 
January, 1716. (conſidering that the Par- 
liament had lower'd the Rate of Intereſt 


to Five Pounds per Cent. per Ann.) referr'd 


it to a Committee, to conſider of the Pro- 


poſals for the Benefit of Widows, whether 


the ſaid Company might not reduce the 


Intereſt of Thirty Pounds per Cent. per Ann, 
to Five and Twenty Pounds per Cent. per Ann, 


for the Benefit of ſuch Widows, whoſe 
_ Husbands ſhould, for the future, Subſcribe 
to the ſaid Propoſals; or, for the Benefit 


of Others, during the Life of ſuch Wi- 
dows, according to the Directions of His 


or Their laſt Will: Which Committee 
having deliberately conſider'd thereof, 
and taken Advice of Council thereon, did 
unanimouſly Agree and Reſolve, That 


the ſaid Company might with Honour and 
Juſtice do the ſame ; and order'd ſuch 


their Reſolution, to be laid before the 


next General Court. Whereupon the 
ſaid Company at the next General Court, 
held at their Hall, on the 5th Day of 


March, One Thouſand Seven Hundred 


and Sixteen, did, upon hearing the Re- 
N port 


1 0 


port of the ſaid Committee, agree to the 


ſame; and thereupon order*d Deeds to be 


drawn, to ſubject the Mannor, Meſſuages, 


Houſes, Lands, Tenements, Heredita- 
ments, and Premiſes, mentioned in the 


| Deed of Settlement, for Payment of An- 
nuities to Widows, to the Payment on- 
ly of Five and Twenty Pounds per Cent, per 


Ann. inſtead of the ſaid Thirty Pounds per 


Cent. per Ann. to ſuch Perſon or Perſons as 
fhould then after become intitled thereto, 
by vertue of any Subſcription to be made 
for the time to come. And further o’. 


der'd, That it ſhould be inſerted in ſuch 
Deeds, that no Perſon be, for the future, 


admitted to ſubſcribe, that exceeds the 


Age of Fifty Years, at the time of his 


Subſcription, That, Purſuant thereto, 


ſuch Deeds are made and executed by 
the ſaid Company and Truſtees, for the 
Subſcribers by Leaſe and Releaſe, dated 


the 15th and 16% Days of May, one 


"Thouſand ſeven Hundred and ſeven- 


teen; and the Releaſe is enrolled in the 


High Court of Chancery, upon which Foot 
the Company will proceed for the future. 


And an authentick Copy of the ſaid Re- ” 
leaſe is tranſcrib'd in a Book well atte- 
fled; and may be perusd on Friday in 


D 2 every 


— _ "- = — . 4 4 
r „„ „ T | 


— 8 
—. —A—[— 2 —— —— 


(40) 


every Week, between the Hours of Nine 


and Twelve in the Forenoon ; at which 


time the Wardens of the Company will 
attend at Mercers-Hall, to take Subſcri- 
ptions and receive the Money, and at no 


ther Time, 


| Hy the Company of Mer cers, London. 


NN Hereas at a Committee of the ſaid 


"SEV. Company, the a5th Day of March, 


1723. and another Meeting of the ſaid 
Committee, the 27 of the ſame Month, 


the ſaid Committees were of Opinion, 


that the Company take in Subſcriptions 
for Widows, from and after Midſummer 
next, at Twenty Pounds per Cent. per Ann, 
and no more: And whereas the ſaid Com- 
pany at a Court of Aſſiſtants, held the 
29th Day of March, 1723. were unani- |} 


mouſly of Opinion with the ſaid Com- 


mittees: And the ſaid Court of Aſſiſtants 


| order'd, that ſuch their Opinion be laid 
before a General Court, and that the ſaid 


Court be acquainted ; that the Reaſons, 


that induced this Court to be of the ſame 
Opinion with the ſaid Committees, are, 


for that the Common Intereſt of Money, 


now, 


be adi cs © 1 2 


JVC 
now, is at Four Pounds per Cent. on good 
Securities, and when the Affair of taking 
in Money, to pay Thirty Pounds per Cent. 
to Widows of Subſcribers was firſt under- 
taken, then the Intereſt of Money was Six 
Pounds per Cent. per Ann, and on publick 
Securities at a greater Intereſt 3 but that, 
when the National Intereſt was reduced to 
Hive Pounds per Cent. the Company then 
thought fit, upon very good Advice and 


Conſideration, to order the Subſcriptions, 


then after to be taken, to be at Twenty Five 
Pounds per Cent. And whereasthe ſaid Com- 
_ pany, ata General Court, held at their Hall, 
on Friday the 5th Day of April, 1723. 
upon hearing the Report of the ſaid Com- 
mittee, and Reſolution of the ſaid Court 
of Aſſiſtants, did agree in Opinion with 
the ſaid Committees, and Court of Aſſi- 
ſtants; and appointed a Committee to ad- 
viſe with Council, and get a Deed drawn, 
for the Payment of TENIT POUNDS 
per Cent. per Ann. to the Widows or Nomi- 
nees, by Will, or any other Writing, du- 
ring the Life of the Widow of any Perſon 
or Perſons, that ſhall Subſcribe after Mid- 

ſummer next, 1723. accordingly ; and to 

ſubject the Mannors, Meſſuages, Lands and 
Tenements, ſettled in the Original Deed of 
5 D 3 Zettle: 
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Settlement for Pa yment thereof; in which 

þ Deed the ſaid Court order'd it to be in- 

| 5 ſerted, that no Perſon be for the future 
re  adinicted to Subſcribe, that exceeds the 
Age of Fifty Years, at the time of his 
Subſcription : And allo that no Vintner, 
Victualler, or Diſtiller, be admitted to Sub- 
ſcribe. That purſuant thereto, a Deed is 
made and executed by the ſaid Company 
and Truſtees, for the Subſcribers, dated 

the Four and Twentieth Day of May, 
One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Twen- 
ty Three. Upon which foot the faid 
Company will proceed for the future, and 
an authentick Copy of the ſaid Deed is 

| tranſcribed in a Book well atteſted, and 
may be peruſed on Friday in every Week 
(Holydays excepted,) between the Hours 
of Nine and Twelve in the Forenoon, at 
Mercers-Hall , at which Time and Place, 
the Wardens of the Company wall attend 

to take Subſcriptions and receive the Mo- 
ney, and at no other time. 
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The Form f the Cu) er pin. 


A. B. inhabiting in the Pariſh of . 
I SE To 
of en, 


do ſubſcribe and pax 
| Pounds on the Terms before- 
5 mention'd, for the Benefit of : 
my now Wife, aged 

Vears, che Daughter of 


her. 
7 he Obligation of the | Company, 


| When a Perſon fabſcribes for the ſole ance : 
3 „ Yee. 


W E the Wardens 100 Commonalty 
5 of the Myſtery of the Mercers, of 
the City of 2 do acknowledge to 
have received of 

Inhabitant in the Pariſh of 
in the of 


the Sum of . Pounds, 


9 1 caſe I die before = 


which he hath ſubſcribed for the Benefit 


of ; aged 
N Years, 


— . Pray — 4 : 
—_ J—_——_ — 
Dr 
— 


4 


County of 3 
Wife. And we do promiſe and oblige 


Years, the D of 


"CJ 


* e 
his preſent 


our ſelves and our Succeſſors, in caſe the 


2 Dad 1 - ſhall die 
(except in ſuch manner as is excepted in 
the General Propoſal, made by us for 


Payment of Annuities to Widows) before 
his ſaid Wife, and leave her a Widow, 


to pay unto her, during her Life, the Sum 


of 


Yeat- 


= free of all Taxes and Charges: being 


after the Rate of TWENTY POUNDS 


er Cent, per Ann. of the ſaid 5 
his Subſcription, 


at the two AE Eealts: of the Annuncia- 


tion of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, and St. Mi- 


chael the Archangel ; the firſt Payment 
to be made on the firſt of the - ſaid Feaſt- | 


Days that ſhall happen Four Months, or 
”— more, after the Deceaſe of the ſaid _ 


ſhe producing 
this 8 ond due Certificates of 
her Husband's Death: To the which 


Payment we bind our ſelves and our 


Succeſſors firmly by theſe Preſents. I 
Teſtimony whereof we have hereunto affixed 


the Seal of e aid eden, the 


Day 


(41) - 


Day of 5 
— Anno Dom- 


The Obligation of the Company, 


When a Perſon fubſeribes for the Benefit of . 
ſuch a Perſon or Perſons, as by bis laſt Will 
and 2˙ eftament be ſpall direct "and appoint, 


WE the Wardens and Commonalty : 
of the Myſtery of the Mercers, of 
the City of London, do eee to 5 
have received of 
Inhabitant in the Pariſh of 

„„ ns one 
A the Sum of - 
Which he hath iubſcriked 
fon tis Benefit of ſuch Perſon or Perſons 
as he the ſaid 
by his laſt Will and 8 ſhall di- 
rect and appoint, during the natural Life 


of his now 
Wite, aged 3 Tears; z the 
5 of 1 
of | in the ” 
; of A in W 


be dies before her. Ad we do promiſe 


and oblige our ſelves and our Succeflors, 
in 


"4 46 J- 
in caſe the ſaid | 
ſhall die (except in ſuch manner as is 
excepted in the General Propoſal made 

by us for the Payment of Annuities to 
_ Widows) before his ſaid Wife, and leave 
her a Widow, to pay unto luch Perſon 

or Perſons as the ſaid 
- by his laſt Will and 
Teſtament ſhall direct, . the natu- 
ral Life of the . | 
his faid Wife, : 
Yearly, 
free of all Taxes and Charges, being af- 
ter the Rate of TWENTY POUNDS per 
Cent. Per Ann. . 85 
| his Subſcription, at 


the two uſual Feaſts of the Annunciation | 
of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, and St. Michael 


_ the Archangel, The firſt Payment to be 
made on the Firſt of the ſaid Feaſt-Days ; 
that ſhall happen Four Months, or more, 
after the Deceaſe of the ſaid = 
| the Perſon or Perſons 
being ſo entitled, producing ſuch his, 
her, or their Title, together with this 
Obligation, and due Certificates of the 
Death of che ſaid 
To the which Payment 


we : bind « our ſelves and our Succeſiors 
firm! 4 


8 
firmly by theſe Preſents. In Teſtimony 


' awhereof we have hereunto Med! the Seal 5 ” 
the aid Company, the 


- Day of | 7 in the 25 ear 
of our Lord 5 


The Bond to be given to the Company. 
To be of the Penalty of Half the Sum Subſcribed. 
The Condition to be as fulloweth: 


8 the d 4 B. 
8 hath ſubſcribed and paid to the 
= Waideny and Commonalty of the My- 
1 ſtery of the Mercers, of the City of Lon- 
don, the Sum of 1 
for the Benefit of his 
deten Wife 8 the 
D 
and received an Obligation from the faid 


1 Company for the due Payment to his 


ſaid Wife of the Sum of TWENTY 
POUNDS per Cent. per Ann. in caſe ſne 
ſurvives him, during her Life. Now the 


14 Condition of this Obligation is ſuch, That 


in caſe his {aid Wife ſhall die before = 
1 


4 48 » 8 
if the e A. . ſhall, within 


Thirty Days after his ſaid Wife's De- 


ceaſe, give Notice to the ſaid Company 
of her Death, under his Hand and Seal, 


and deliver up the Oblig tion he had from 5 


the Company. And allo if the ſaid A. B. 


ſhall remove his Habitation, or Dwelling- 
Place, and ſhall give Notice thereof to 
the ſaid Company within Thirty Days of 


ſuch his Removal, with the Name of the 
Place and Pariſh, to which he is re- 


| moved: And in Default of Notice to be 8 


given as aforeſaid, then if the ſaid A. B. 


his Executors, Adminiſtrators, or Aſſigns, 


ſhall pay One Pound per Cent. of his Sub- 
ſcription Money, for every Month he ſhall 


delay fo to do, that then this Obligation 


to be void, and of no effect, or elſe to re- 
main in ful F orce. 


| Yates: for the Widow, 
how to receive her ANNUITY. 


MAD AM, 


vive your Husband, then (in order bo 
the 


F it ſhall ſo pleaſe God that you ſur- 


cv 


j ͤ EE i. ey £ 


48) - 
the punctual Payment of your Annuity) 
_ muſt obſerve theſe aan, | Directi- | 


I. You muſt give notice to the Company, 
of the Time and Place of your Husband's 
Death and Burial, within one Month after 
his Deceaſe, Which you may do by n 


Poſt Letter thus directed: 
For the Clerk of the 8 Company, 


at Mercers- Hall, London. 


II. As ſoon as you come or ſend to 
Mercers-Hall, to receive your Half Years 


Annuity, you muſt not only bring or 
fend the Obligation of the Company; 


but alſo you muſt bring or ſend due Certi- 
ficates, viz. The Firſs Time you come, 
you muſt bring a Certificate of your 
Husband's Death and Burial, under the 
Hands of the Miniſter, Church-War- 
dens, and Pariſh-Clark, of the Pariſh 
where he Died and was Buried; in this 


F orm : 


'E the Rector, or Vicar, and Church- 
Wardens, and Pariſh-Clark of the 


Pariſh f 3 in the County 
* . do certify, 


E That 


* 
* 
—— gn 


— 
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þ on Moat of this Pariſh, 
Ee _ deceaſed did dye the Day 
5 paſt, of a natural 

How, and Was buried the Fe Day 

in the Aid Paril 

. „ Witnfio our Hands 

this Day p "= W 


= Tear oY our Lord 


— p 
_— — 
— 
<4 
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- Redtor, or r Vicar. 
5 Church Wardens. 
E Pariſh. Clark. 


But if your Husband was the Miniſter 


of the Pariſh where he died and was bu- 


ried, then this Certificate muſt be ſign'd 

by the Miniſter of the next Pariſh, and 

the other Hands, as before-· mentioned. 
Every time that you come to receive 


your Annuity, you muſt bring a Certi- 
ficate of your own Life, in this Form : 


We: the Rector or Vi car, Church- Wardens 


1 Pariſb-Clark, of the Pariſh of 


in the County of 
do hereby Certify, that 
Ne F 


1 
ef the Pariſh of 


in the County ß and 
late Wife of : „ 
* EE in the County 
:W is now living at 
Mr. PE „ in the aforeſaid 
Pariſh of at the Date 
of theſe Preſents * meſs our Hands this 
Day of " 
the ear of our Lord, 1 2 
[ey 
5 Church-Wardens. 
Pariſh-Clerk. 


And it you do not come in Perſon to 


receive your Annuity, you muſt fend the 


above Certificate. And alſo a Copy of 


the Order, and fill up the Blanks un- 
derwritten, and ſubſcribe your Name 
7 MH 


. Pounds 
iP" being the 
Half Years Annuity due to me, from the Com- 


pany of MERCERS, London at 


laff, Producing the ſaid 
| Company's 


9 
Sa. . 


/ <: 52) 

Ce 2 Obligation.” Dated . 

EY - 

1 Mr. Charles Crumpe, 

àt the Clerk's Office at 

 MERCERS HALL, 
London. 8 B. 
III. If you ſhall marry again (though 
your Annuity will ſtill be paid you, du- 
ring your Life, yet you muſt give No- 
tice to the Company, in writing, of ſuch 
your Marriage, within One Month after 
the Solemnization of it, with the Name 


of your Mubbantl and the Place of his 
Abode. * 


IV. If at any Ti ime, during your Life, 
vou ſhall remove your Habitation, or 
Dwelling-Place, you ſhall give Notice 
thereof to che Company, in writing with- 
in One Month after ſuch your Removal, 
-with the Name of the Place and Pariſh, 


to which you are removed. 


2 


e theſe Diredions, and your Annuity, 

| _ will be punctually paid you, during your 
Life, without any W 5 Charges, or 
Bae 5 


1 2 
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